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Thai literary epic "Sang Thong" is transformed into contemporary songs
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how Thai literary epic “Sang Thong”, is
transformed into contemporary songs. The scope of the study is songs related to the Thai
literary epic “Sang Thong” that were created and published between 2012-2022. A
purposive sampling method was used to select 10 songs, which were divided into two
groups: those that directly reference events from the epic and those that reference

characters in order to enhance the emotions of the songs. The study found that 2 songs
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in the group directly referenced events from the epic, while 8 songs in the group
referenced characters to enhance the emotions of the songs. The most frequently

» o«

referenced characters were “Rojana,” “Chao Ngao,” and “Phra Sang.”

The reference to a character in order to enhance the emotion of the song is
interesting by the use of well-known characters. The songwriter conveys emotions or
perspectives through the characters. The language used in the song is easy to understand
and often includes slang words and regional Thai words commonly used by youths. The
studied songs typically tell stories about love, which is a popular and longstanding topic.
It can be said that the transformation of songs from classical love story “Sang Thong” has
been modernized and made them more accessible to a younger generation audience.

Keyword: Sang Thong, Contemporary songs, Literary adaptation
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